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With Barry Wonson

THOUGHTS

2021 is now halfway thru. Who could
ever have guessed where we would be
after 18 months of the virus?

Here in Wollongong, we are half-way
thru another total lockdown. We can only
go outside for essentials such as food,
exercise, work, etc.
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Like many, we have seen some major
problems last month, with at least two
weekends being cut short, due to snap
lockdown restrictions coming into place
at 6pm on the Saturday night. This
suddenly and without warning meant No
Saturday evening dance, nor any
Sunday finales for a scheduled weekend
event. This also created the problem for
out-of-state travelling dancers having to
rush home in order to get back before
borders were closed. This time last year,
we were looking forward to a positive
2021, now | guess the term ‘positive’ has
a completely new meaning for all of us.

Some of the stories are heartbreaking —
such as the club in Melbourne that was
finally allowed to re-commence after 12
months of restrictions. They had just
one night of dancing before restrictions
came into play once again and closed
them down.

Here in Wollongong, we have been
lucky, as these last two weeks have
been the only time we have had to close
since re-starting back in January 2021.

Sue and | are hoping against hope that it
restrictions will be eased within next few
weeks, as we are planning a trip to
Queensland early next month to visit our
daughter Alessa. On the way up we had
planned a two-night stop in Wauchope to
spend a day at TimberTown, and attend
a concert with Felicity Urquhart and Josh
Cunningham again (we were really
impressed with their performances when
we saw them here in Wollongong only a
few short weeks ago. Attendance was
permitted then but we just had to wear
masks). Our fingers are crossed!!!

OUR OUTINGS in June

With the easing of restrictions in the first
part of the year, Sue and | were able to
actually get out and attend some
concerts. We both enjoy our Aussie
favoured country music, and there have
been some great artists visiting our area.
Last month we attended two superb
concerts.

The first was with Adam Harvey. We had
seen Adam perform before (with Beccy
Cole, Darren Coggan and Felicity
Urquhart) and were impressed by the
strength of his voice and performance.
He did not disappoint. He gave an
electric evening of great songs, all
performed with his usual high energy
vocals. He was backed up by Racheal
Whitchurch who is also a truly superb
vocalist/songwriter. We would not miss
either of these performers again.



We followed this one up with a concert at
the Catholic Club in Campbelltown,
which included the concert with front row
reserve seating, accommodation at a
Rydges Hotel, with breakfast, and
champagne. We had used this package
before, and it has always worked out well
(mind you this time the accommodation
was less than ordinary with
uncomfortable bed, noisy A/C, and other
problems).

The headline artist for this concert was
Gina Jeffries. | have most of her CDs but
had never seen her perform live before.
She far surpassed expectations. The
performance was full of warmth, humour,
superb vocals, and above all, heart.

Gina was backed by Rod McCormack
(her husband) who is an outstanding
artist on banjo and guitar, and he also
presents his vocals with outstanding
harmony. The second back-up artist was
Max Jackson. We had not heard her
perform before, and our only comment
was, “Wow”! - Super talented
singer/songwriter. She is Gina’s protégé
and is simply great. This was another
night of great entertainment for Sue and
me. The only disappointment we had
was that the artists were not able to sell
their CDs nor do any signing due to the
contact restrictions placed on them.

| would heartily recommend all these
entertainers to anyone who has the
opportunity to see them when they are in
your area. You will not regret it!!

INSIDE

As always, many thanks to everyone
who has sent in notes with ideas,
suggestions, and comments.

We try to aim at continuously improving
what we present in BTM each month and
your comments are always most
welcome. Much of the information
presented is a direct result of input from
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subscribers. Each month, our
subscription base has grown; and is now
to the point where we now have just over
1200 direct subscribers.

As usual, this month, we feature many
great articles and submissions from
authors all around the globe. Paul
Bristow is with us again, as is Cal
Campbell with a couple of articles. Dr.
Allemander is with us again offering
profoundly serious advice to some
profoundly serious problems! David Cox
(from NSW) has some thoughts for all to
consider, as has Jaden Frigo (from VIC)

Choreography pages this month feature
lots of interesting ideas on various
themes at both Mainstream and Plus, as
well as some more general A1 material
from Jeff Priest in Canada.

This month also sees the first in a
regular section on Equivalents. This first
group looks at a group of calls that can
be used to replace specific combinations
that are contrary to good body flow.
Equivalents are a very necessary set of
tools that all callers should have at their
fingertips.

Buddy Weaver is also back again with a
review of some of the recent music
releases. It is worthy of note that the
Square Dance music industry has been



going thru some awfully bad times over Cheers
recent years, and of course the last 18
months has worsened an already bad
situation. Please continue to support the
music producers by purchasing your
music thru the individual label websites
or such places as A&S Music. Without
your financial support this industry will
fade away.

Barry

| hope that you can find some interesting
and useful information in this issue. | am
always looking for articles,
choreography, ideas for inclusion in each
issue. If you have a topic that you would
like covered, or a movement that you
would like to see featured, or an opinion
you would like to present, please contact
me at:

bjwonson@gmail.com.
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You know its a good villain when they look like giant salt shakers,
yet they strike fear into the hearts of every living thing in the universe.




Chorsography -
ARRANGEMENTS

By Paul Bristow

The CALLERLAB Formations chart lists the
names of most Formations that Callers will
encounter; there are also the Formation &
Arrangement charts that give examples of the
ways in which Boys and Girls can be
arranged within a number of these
Formations. As you will probably already
realise, there are only a maximum of six
possible arrangements that can occur in any
formation (unless you are using asymmetric
choreography, in which case the number of
possibilities will increase). There are also a
few Formations that comprise less than six
different arrangements (for example
Allemande Thar).

The internet location where CALLERLAB
Dance Program Documents are listed and
where you can find and download the current
version of the Formations Charts and the
Formation & Arrangement charts is:

Formations & Arrangement Charts — CALLERLAB
(www.callerlab.org/download/formations-
arrangements/)

Within the Formation & Arrangement charts
you will find the arrangements possible for
the six most common Formations of Parallel
Lines-of-Four Dancers (as defined last
issue). You will also find the less common
“Ends-In” and “Ends-Out” Inverted Lines
listed there. I considered using this month’s
article to look at the arrangements possible in
the eight different “Three-and-One Lines”,
but this would require 48 diagrams, which
would take up several pages and seems a
poor use of the space available! However, |
would suggest (perhaps even recommend)
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that you could take the time to work these
out for yourself and then think about the
ways to Get-In and Get-Out of these FASRs.

Instead of looking at the Inverted Lines, let
us consider Parallel Right-Handed Ocean
Waves, which is one of the Formations in the
list of the Parallel Lines-of-Four Dancers that
I mentioned last time. To make things a little
easier, I have shown all four Dancers in each
Formation / Arrangement:

Arrangements in
Parallel Right-Handed Ocean Waves:

O Arrangement:

OO OHADE
OQOLOCEHEOQ

2 Arrangement:

¥2 Arrangement:

1 Arrangement:

OlIOOeO
D000 |©LOLL

3 Arrangement: 4 Arrangement:

oo OO
OLOQ | OQOLM]



https://www.callerlab.org/download/formations-arrangements/

Arrangement Sub-Group A

The “O” arrangement is what you will get,
when a Couple of normally arranged
Dancers to Step to a Wave;

The “1/2” Arrangement will occur if the
Dancer Couples are half sashayed.

Arrangement Sub-Group B

The “1” arrangement appears, when two
Boys (on the outside), Step to a Wave,
with two Girls (on the inside);

The “2” Arrangement occurs if the Boys
are inside and the Girls outside.

Arrangement Sub-Group C

The “3” arrangement appears, when a
normal Couple (on the outside) Step to a
Wave, with a half-sashayed Couple (on
the inside);

The “4” Arrangement occurs when you
reverse the roles of the half sashayed and
normal couples.

In a Caller School, the conversion — using
the minimum possible number of Calls —
from one of the six Arrangements, within the
given Formation, into another; until all six
Arrangements, have been achieved, is one of
the most commonly used training exercises.
But you do not need to be under the
instruction of a Caller Coach (or Mentor) to
do this. You can set yourself the task, as an
“objective to achieve” when you are Calling.
The important thing to do is to discover as
many different ways to find the six

Arrangements, as you possibly can, using the

lowest number of Calls.

This will help you to develop your skills in
the areas of Formation Management,
Formation Recognition and in Call Analysis
—1i.e., understanding what each Call can
achieve, in terms of the effect on the FASR.

To get you started here is a routine that
works from Parallel Right-Handed Ocean
Waves — that will take you to all six possible
Arrangements — using ONLY one Call to
move from one to another...

Starting from the “0” Arrangement,

e Single Hinge takes you to the “1”
Arrangement,

o Centres Trade takes you to the “3”
Arrangement,

e Single Hinge takes you to the “4”
Arrangement,

o Centres Trade takes you to the “2”
Arrangement, and

e Cast Off Three Quarters takes you to
the “/2” Arrangement!

There are several “one-Call” routines that
will take you through all six Arrangements
(i.e., you can use just “one-Call” to transfer
from one Arrangement to another), finding
these is not difficult and should form part of
the general “Call Analysis” work that every
Caller would be wise to be doing.

Don’t just confine yourself to the six
Arrangements of Parallel Right-Handed
Ocean Waves. Look at the Arrangements
that occur in other Formations. Set yourself
the task of discovering how to set these up,
how to recognise (and differentiate) one from
the others and how to make better use of the
Calls on the lists for these conversions. This
will allow you to create more interesting
choreography, for the Dancers.
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Do not forget, this is part of “Self-
Improvement”. You have to set these tasks
for yourself, and then be your own “judge
and jury” in deciding how successful you
have been with the task. If you take the time
to prepare effectively (by carrying out the
Call Analysis), the Dancers will not be aware
that you are in “Self-Improvement” mode —
all that they will know is that “this is
different” and “fun”!

The three Sub-Groups of Arrangements —
an aspect of “Technical Zero”
choreography.

As you will see from the diagrams above,
there are three Sub-Groupings that can be
applied to the types of Arrangements, with
two Arrangements in each Sub-Group.

Sub Arrangement | Arrangement
Group 1 2
Group A 0 172
Group B 1 2
Group C 3 4

These Sub-Groups can be found in all
Formation / Arrangement situations and need
to be considered when you are looking for
“Technical Zeros”

e in simple terms, a “Technical Zero” is a
Call — or series of Calls — that will have
zero effect on a FASR, under certain
conditions.

If we consider the F (Formation) and A
(Arrangement) elements of FASR and look
at Sub-Group A, shown above, it can be seen
that “All Eight Circulate” will have a Zero
effect on these elements; whereas, if you use
that Call in either of the other two Sub-
Groups you will convert the F and A from
one of those shown, to the other one shown,
within that Group. This alone does not
qualify it as a “Technical Zero”, you also
need to consider Sequence (the “S” from
FASR) to find a “Technical Zero”; there are
four possible Sequence states, these are:

O “ALL IN”,

® “ALL OUT”,

© “BOYS-IN, GIRLS-OUT” and
O “BOYS-OUT, GIRLS-IN".

These can also be broken into two Sequence
Sub-Groups:

O & @ are Sub-Group A, and
© & O are Sub-Group B.

If we are looking at Arrangement, Sub-
Group A and Sequence Sub-Group B, it will
be found that the Call of “All Eight
Circulate”, will always have a Zero effect on
FASR. This means it will move the Dancers
to different positions, alter the facing aspect
for the Dancers, as well as their pairing but —
choreographically — it will not change
anything.

To prove this, try the following: from a
Corner Box Right-Hand Ocean Wave call
Swing Thru (this creates Sequence state @ -
Boys out of sequence/Girls in sequence) now
consider any Get-Out that you might use
from there BUT — before you Call the Get-
Out — Call All Eight Circulate and then use
your Get-Out; you will find that this will still
work because the All Eight Circulate, under
these conditions is a Technical Zero!

There is a great deal to be learned from
Technical Zeros, try a little “research™!
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